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TEXT:  Galatians 4:4-7 
THEME:  THE SONG OF CHRISTMAS—A MELODY OF REVELATION 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 
In our four-week preparation for this day, using the theme Hark! The Glad Sound, 
we have said that the Song of Zechariah is a melody of repentance, the Song of 
Mary is a melody of remembrance, the Song of the Angels is a melody of rejoicing, 
and the Song of the Church is a melody of reconciliation.  Today we say that THE 

SONG OF CHRISTMAS IS A MELODY OF REVELATION. 
 
I imagine that some of your minor revelations have already happened.  By this time, 
the wrapped gifts under your tree are a mystery no more.  You have gotten to the 
ones that have your name on them and in the unwrapping, their contents have been 
revealed!  I hope you were at least a little bit surprised, and very pleased!  I hope, 
too, that the gifts you had arranged and caused to be wrapped have brought some 
surprise and much joy to those who unwrapped them, who have revealed their 
contents!   
 
All of this gift-receiving and gift-giving is minor to what we really celebrate this day.  
Today we sing again the melody of revelation!  We have received the greatest gift of 
all.  Revealed before us is the birth of Jesus the Christ, the Son of God and the Son 
of Man—the Savior of the world! 
 
We can only imagine the joy that the great Gift-Giver felt when the gift was revealed.  
Our Heavenly Father had for so very long promised that he would be sending the 
Messiah!  The Gift had been carefully wrapped in the prophecies of old.  Prophecies 
like: “I will put enmity between you and the woman—he will crush your head,” 
“a virgin will conceive … ,” “you, O Bethlehem, though least … ,” and so many 

more!  
 
How carefully and lovingly the gift, once born, is wrapped in strips of cloth!  How 
joyfully the heavenly choir of angels revealed their great “Glory to God in the 
highest” for the shepherds!  How lovingly God prepared the Virgin Mary and her 
fiancé through the messages of Gabriel!  How wondrously God moved the stars and 
planets so those wise ones from the East knew that there had been born in Israel 
one who would be “King of the Jews!”  
 
Not everyone who heard about this gift was excited and pleased.  Horrible Herod 
was among them.  When he heard about this gift, he set about to destroy it.  He has 
some colleagues in our day.  They devalue the gift.  They are bent on destroying it.  
They value their little gifts that they give and receive much more highly than the gift 
of Jesus Christ to the world.  They sing of no lasting joy—they share no melody of 
revelation.  I actually heard a “Christmas” song this year on Sirius XM that said 
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Christmas Eve was not about an Israelite (referring to Jesus) but about mankind 
living in peace with each other.  May we, and those we love, never be numbered 
among them.  
 
Instead, may we and our loved ones cherish what God has revealed through this 
Gift born in the manger.  Jesus is so much more than a helpless little baby.  He will 
grow and mature to become the great miracle worker, the great teacher, the Good 
Shepherd, the Savior of the world. He will proceed to Jerusalem to be sacrificed “as 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
 
So many things that were revealed in his birth became fully revealed at Calvary.  He 
would be wrapped in swaddling cloths in the manger—the soldiers would throw dice 
for his clothes at the foot of the cross.  Pilate would cause to have written “This is 
the King of the Jews,” the one that the Magi from the East were looking for.  The 

one who had been born in a stable, maybe a cave, would have his lifeless body laid 
in a cave.  
 
All of this so he could do for us what was promised, what we could never do for 
ourselves. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit has revealed to us that Jesus has paid 
the full penalty for our sins, that he stood up against the evil one and crushed his 
head, that he has dramatically overcome death in the glory of his resurrection!  
Jesus has indeed accomplished everything promised.  He has given us an eternal 
melody of revelation—a powerful reason for joy! 
 
Like Simeon of old, our eyes too have seen the salvation that God has prepared for 
all people!  For all people!  For some, they do not realize that there is this gift from 
God.  Let’s do everything we can to reveal the gift to them.   
 
Some have heard about the gift, but they have not yet opened it.  What the gift is all 
about has not yet been revealed for them.  Let’s help them unwrap it.  
 
Some have opened the gift, but dismissed its significance.  Let’s show them the 
significance of Jesus by the impact that he has had on our lives. 
 
Many have opened the gift and found what we have found—that it makes all the 
difference in the world for now and has a wonderful revelation yet to be experienced 
in the heavens! Let’s join them, the angels and archangels and all the hosts of 
heaven, in declaring “Joy to the World”—and continue our melody of revelation all 
year long!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


